Acoustic neuroma: nursing implications related to surgical management.
Acoustic neuromas are benign tumors originating from the Schwann cells of the eighth cranial nerve. Symptoms occur related to compression and stretching of cranial nerves which alters their function. Surgical management is by middle fossa, translabyrinthine, suboccipital or combined approach craniotomy. Prevention and early recognition of postoperative complications are important aspects of nursing care for these clients. A holistic approach to client and family nursing needs is presented. Discharge planning should include assessment of client learning and home care needs. The Acoustic Neuroma Association as a source of information and support for these clients is discussed.